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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO
EASTERN DIVISION

STEVE SNYDER-HILL, et al.,

Plaintiffs,
Case No. 2:23-cv-2993

V. Judge Michael H. Watson

Magistrate Judge Deavers

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY,

Defendant.

WILLIAM KNIGHT, et al.,

Plaintiffs,
Case No. 2:23-cv-2994

V. Judge Michael H. Watson

Magistrate Judge Deavers

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY,

Defendant.
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EDWARD GONZALES, et al.,

Plaintiff,
Case No. 2:23-cv-3051
V. Judge Michael H. Watson

Magistrate Judge Deavers

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY,

Defendant.

ORDER

Defendant’s motion to authorize independent medical examinations

(“IMEs”) of the twenty Discovery Plaintiffs, ECF No. 162, is DENIED WITHOUT
PREJUDICE to renewal after the Court rules on the scope of available damages.
As the parties recognize, the issues are intertwined. Thus, briefing on the IME
issue will be most productive after the Court determines the scope of available
damages.

Defendant’s motion for leave to file a motion to dismiss based on sovereign
immunity, ECF No. 163, is DENIED WITHOUT PREJUDICE to renewal.
Defendant shall not renew its request for leave to file until the Court has ruled on
the scope of available damages and the parties have continued good-faith

mediation efforts.
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Defendant’s motion for leave to file summary judgment motions, ECF No.
163, is DENIED. The Court will not entertain statute of limitations arguments
except in connection with those Discovery Plaintiffs for whom a bellwether trial is

scheduled.

Moreover, the Court REVISES the current case management schedule as
follows.

Each party shall number its ten Discovery Plaintiffs in the chronological
order in which that party hopes to proceed to trial (“Submission”) and email its
Submission (with Plaintiffs’ submission being joint) by APRIL 1, 2026, to the
Undersigned’s chambers. Defendant’s Submission shall indicate every
Discovery Plaintiff who Defendant argues has claims subject to dismissal under
sovereign immunity, and it shall specify whether Defendant contends that all of
that Discovery Plaintiff's claims are barred by sovereign immunity or whether only
some of that Discovery Plaintiff's claims are barred by sovereign immunity.
Defendant shall email the Court, within TWENTY-FOUR HOURS of Plaintiffs’
Submission, similar designations regarding Plaintiff's Submission. The Court,
after considering the parties’ Submissions and Defendant’s designations, will
establish the final order in which each party’s ten bellwether trials will proceed
(“Priority Lists”). The parties may petition the Court to revise the Priority Lists

only upon a showing of good cause and exceptional circumstances.

1 This does not change the May 1, 2026, fact discovery deadline. See ECF No. 145.
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Expert discovery and IMEs, if authorized or uncontested, will commence
for the first FOUR PLAINTIFFS ON EACH PARTY’S PRIORITY LIST (eight total
Discovery Plaintiffs) upon the Court’s announcement of those Priority Lists.

FOUR BELLWETHER TRIALS (the first two from Plaintiffs’ Priority List
and the first two from Defendant’s Priority List) will be held simultaneously, before
various Judges of this Court, beginning on OCTOBER 5, 2026 (the “Round One”
bellwether trials). Each trial judge will establish the exact start date within
October 2026 for their particular trial, with multiple trials beginning on October 5,
2026. As noted above, summary judgment briefing prior to October 2026 will be
permitted on ONLY the Round One bellwether trial plaintiffs.

After the Round One bellwether trials, the next four cases (the next two
cases on each Priority List) will be scheduled for Round Two bellwether trials.
Deadlines for expert discovery and IMEs, if authorized or uncontested, for the
next eight cases (the two Round Two bellwether trial cases from each Priority List
and two backup cases from each Priority List) will be established after the Round
Two bellwether trial dates are established, to the extent that any of the next eight
cases have not yet begun such discovery. Moreover, the Court will establish
summary judgment deadlines for the Round Two bellwether trial plaintiffs. Round
Two trials, and, thus, all intervening deadlines, will be scheduled on an expedited
basis.

This process will be followed until all twenty Discovery Plaintiffs’ bellwether

trials are complete, except that the Court may, after Round One, jointly try
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multiple Discovery Plaintiffs’ cases. Upon completion of the twenty bellwether
trials, the Court intends to proceed to trial on no less than forty cases per year,
every year, until each remaining case has been resolved.

Finally, if a party’s bellwether trial is cancelled for any reason, the trial date
will be maintained and filled by the next case on that party’s Priority List, for
which the parties will, pursuant to the above schedule, have completed expert
discovery and any necessary IME. In such an event, should a party wish to
move for summary judgment on the case filling the open trial date, they will have
an opportunity to make an oral motion for summary judgment and receive an oral
ruling on the same prior to trial.

Given this ruling, Plaintiffs’ counter motion to amend Case Management
Order Number 4, ECF No. 168, is DENIED.

The Clerk shall terminate ECF Nos. 162 and 163 as pending motions.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

MICHAEL H. WATSON, JUDGE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT



