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University of Michigan Sex Misconduct
Settlement Gets Approved

By Maia Spoto
Aug. 4, 2022, 2:54 PM

@ Students sued in May 2021 to address ‘culture of silence’

e School to create comprehensive community response team

The University of Michigan’s settlement of a proposed class action seeking reforms to the school’s sexual

assault and violence policies and procedures was approved by the Eastern District of Michigan.

The settlement calling for a community response team to prevent misconduct and increase transparency
is is fair, adequate, and reasonable, and in the best interests of the settlement class members, the US
District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan said Wednesday in a final judgment by Judge Victoria A.
Roberts.

It qualifies as such due to its 17-month non-collusive, arm’s-length negotiation period, extensive

investigation and research, and ability to prevent future litigation costs, the court said.

The agreement requires the university to create a Coordinated Community Response Team composed of
campus and community members and led with “external and faculty oversight.” The team must

communicate its work clearly to the school community, a May motion said.

Named plaintiff Josephine Graham sued the University of Michigan in May 2021 seeking policies and
procedures to prevent and address sexual assault and violence on campus, to address “a culture of silence
around sexual violence,” the complaint said.

The university enabled repeated and regular sexual abuse by the late Dr. Robert E. Anderson during his
1966-2003 employment at the university, the complaint alleges.

The 2021 complaint is a companion to a 2020 class action filed by survivors of Anderson’s misconduct. The

school settled abuse claims for $490 million in January.
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The university also harbored former provost Martin Philbert for decades despite multiple sexual
misconduct allegations, the 2021 complaint said.

One class member filed an objection to the proposed settlement, saying the parties haven't engaged in
enough discovery for the court to deem the settlement adequate.

The court disagreed, saying litigation and mediation was sufficiently hard-fought and adversarial, and that
the discovery collected over two years was substantial.

The court awarded class counsel its requested $5 million in attorneys’ fees, as well as a $2,500 incentive
award to the class representative.

Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein LLP, Sauder Schelkopf LLC, and Miller Law Firm PC represented
named plaintiff Graham. Jones Day represented the university.

The case is Graham v. Univ. of Mich., E.D. Mich. en banc, 21 11168, 8/3/22.
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